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AUST. TAX MAY NOT WORK 
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A SENIOR Australian Treasury Depart¬ 
ment official told the Royal Commis¬ 
sion on Thursday that he thought a be¬ 
nign Australian Government might find 
it best not to "go whole hog” in bring¬ 
ing Norfolk into the Australian taxation 
system, and would perhaps leave the 
slandiwith the power to have its own 
customs duties and taxes. 

Mr. John Stokes, Assistant Secretary 
at the Works and Mainland Territories 
Branch of the Department, said "there 
would be many difficulties if the Isl¬ 
and were to be brought fully within 
the Australian Government tax system." 

He said it appeared that from the 

ADMIN TO SEAL 
HEARTBREAK RD 

LONGRIDGE'S M Beefsteak Rd." -or 
"Windy Alley", as it used to be call¬ 
ed - has been approved by the Ad¬ 
min for s ealin g. . 

Residents recently 
protested against the 
dust by digging tren¬ 
ches across the road. 

Work will start as 
soon as paving has 
been done at the 
hospital and on Sel- 
wyn Pine Rd. 

I Depending on the 

demands of lighterage work, these 
should be finished by mid-month. 



standpoint of financial viability, it 
may be possible to steer a middle pa 
between Norfolk independence and 
complete integration with Australia. 

Mr. Stokes was reporting on a study 

(turn to page seven, please) 


Norfolk bland 

TWO NEW STAMPS commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the launching 
of the "Resolution" go on sale today. 
For a look at the launching photo, 
from which the 250 stamp was drawn, 
dars Norfolk" on page 19. 


ROW OVER 1EAVE-ISLAND’ RULING 


THE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION Com¬ 
mittee's "open letter" to Council on 
immigration matters was read into 

Royal Commission evidence by Mr. 
Graham Hitchins last week. 

He said he did not disagree with 
Cr. Richard Bataille that personal and 
confidential information should re- 
main confidential, but that immigra¬ 
tion decisions should be publicly an¬ 
nounced. 

Among immigration decisions ques¬ 
tioned by Mr. Hitchins was a require¬ 
ment that Mrs. Evelyn Soper had lo 
leave the Island and come back if she 
wished to change the location of her 
afternoon teas from Music Valley to 
Mr, Danny Lusk’s garden. 

Mr. Hitchins said Mr. Leon Evans, 

Nimmo doubt 

IS NORFOLK PART of Australia? 

Sir John Nimmo is not sure yet 
whether it is or not. He says the Is¬ 
land's constitutional position is the 
main question he has. SEE P. 8 
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owner of Music Valley, had "quite 
properly" given Mrs, Soper notice 
that he wanted to end her tenancy, 
but that it seemed unfair she should 
have to leave the Island. 

Mr. Hitchins said he understood that 

(turn to page three, please) 

INSURANCE PLAN 
MAY BE OUTED 

THE NEW ZEALAND INSURANCE 
Group’s accident compensation scheme 
for Norfolk, recommended in prin¬ 
ciple by Council, could be made re¬ 
dundant by a proposed new Austral¬ 
ian law. 

The National Compensation Bill 
1974 was ihtroduced in the House of 
Representatives before the Labor 
Government was removed from office. 

It is proposed to extend to Norfolk 
Island if it becomes law, and will be 
considered by Council at its meeting 
Wednesday. 

The Bill is based on recommenda¬ 
tions by Mr. Justice Woodhouse follow¬ 
ing a Royal Commission in Australia, 

It is patterned after the "no fault" 
national scheme in New Zealand, 
under which the Government compen¬ 
sates anyone hurt at work or in a car 
accident, without requiring any proof 
that an employer or a 
fault. 
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’Out of sight, out of rind' 

HE ARE THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE, YOUNG ISLANDERS 

TRAINING ON MAINLAND TELL ROYAL COMMISSION 


A LETTER TO the Royal Commis¬ 
sion accuses the Council of failing in 


i s duty to keep jobs open for young 
Islanders. 

The letter is signed by 15 Islanders 
who either have started training on 
he mainland for jobs or who have 
finished training. 

The signatories say they are 'out of 
sight, out of mind'. 

They say the Administrator and 
* Mmigration Committee are abusing 
! e Immigration Ordinance, and de¬ 
plore granting residency status to 
mainlanders holding jobs for which 
the Islanders are qualifying. 

It is time the Norfolk Island 
Council shouldered the responsibil¬ 
ity of planning a future which in¬ 
cludes the preservation of opportun¬ 
ities lor Norfolk Islanders in the land 
of their heritage" the letter asserts. 

Here is the letter; 

"We the undersigned are all of Pit¬ 
cairn descent, with parents and fam¬ 
ily resident on Norfolk Island. 

"Our purpose in coming to Aust¬ 
ralia is to serve apprenticeships, 
cadetships, etc., in a variety of 
trades, 

"We feel that with the Immigra¬ 
tion Ordinance (Norfolk Island) be¬ 
ing abused by the Administrator and 
the immigration Committee of Coun¬ 
cil.we are being treated as 'out of 
sight, out of mind.' 

"We deplore the fact that main- 

i —_* -li — Continued I 

Iwraigration f romp .i j 

if the Administration does not recon¬ 
sider this requirement, Mr. Lusk in¬ 
tends taking the matter to the Supreme 

Court. ^IHIH I H 

Phis course of action would be taken, 

according to Mr. Hitchins, because 
the normal avenues for asking a review 
have been found ineffective in the past. 
When referees have been asked to re¬ 
consider an immigration matter, he 
said, they have come down on the 
Administration side; and when appeals 
are sent to the Minister, he replies 
that he relies on the Administrator's 
advice. 

Mr. Hitchins also cited the case of 
three secretaries who had left the em¬ 
ployment of McIntyres recently. Two 
Df them had then been hired by the 
Administration, without having to 
leave the Island and return, 

" There seems to be one law for one 
verson, and another law for another 
>erson, " Mr, Hitchins told Sir John 

'Jimmo. 

m 
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landers at present filling positions 
for which we have been aiming for 
years are applying for, and actually 
being GRANTED residency status. 

This is the birthright of the de¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairners and 
should be, indeed, theirs only and 
not negotiable. 

"With the island so small, and the 
opportunities so limited, we feel 
that these opportunities should be 
kept open at all times for Norfolk 
islanders training now and in the fu¬ 
ture. 

"The attached list of apprentices 
will grow year by year as more and 
more Norfolk Island boys and girls 
take up the discipline and respon¬ 
sibilities associated with higher ed¬ 
ucation and trade training. 

* Training facilities are not avail¬ 
able on the island, but the jobs are 
there and while we are away train¬ 
ing for them we expect the Immigra¬ 
tion Committee to remember WHY 
we are away from home and to 
cease issuing residency status to any¬ 
body in a position which could be 
filled by Norfolk Islanders, either 
now or in the future. 

"It is time the Norfolk Island 
Council shouldered the responsibil¬ 
ity of planning a future which in¬ 
cludes the preservation of opportun¬ 
ities for Norfolk Islanders in the land 
of their Heritage." 

The letter to the Commission was 
signed R. Grube, Richard Chapman, 
N. McCoy, G.F. McCoy, A. Patter¬ 
son, N. Christian, K. Davies, 

B. W. Randall, David McCoy. Lewis 
Quintal, N. McCoy, D, Adams, 

8. Adams, J. Christian and Boy 
Adams, 

The list referred to in the letter 
disclosed that a total of 33 young 
Islanders were away for training, 
with three already qualified and 
waiting return. 

Only three of the 33 were descri¬ 
bed as not of Pitcairn descent. 


Both Courts sit 

COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS will 
sit tomorrow at 10am to hear six 
traffic cases, a debt case and a pro- 
I hibition matter. 

| Supreme Court will commence its 
3 sitting Thursday, with Mr. Justice 
I Joske scheduled to arrive on the 
I Island Wednesday. 

I i here were no court sittings last 
I week. 

1 December 1975 
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NEWS was there 



I 
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IN THE FINAL two weeks of bear¬ 
ings of the Royal Commission, a 
number of highly important issues 
were brought to light. 

Although official transcripts will 
not be available for some time, 
the News covered all sittings In 
the past two weeks. 

As our notes are the on y com¬ 
prehensive record of the sittings 
available on the Island, we are de¬ 
voting more space than usual to 
reporting them, this week and 
next. In order to do This we are o- 
mitting some regular News fea¬ 
tures, which will re-appear from 
| De cember 15th. 


I 
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...and they all had 
a wonderful tine 

FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT sent 
from Australia for the hearings of the 
Royal Commission on the Island will 
be handed over to the Admin. 

This was announced by the Royal 
Commissioner, Sir John Nimmo, at 
the end of the hearings on the Island. 

The hearing ended pleasantly as 
Mr. Neil McIntyre thanked the Com¬ 
mission on behalf of the Island. Dur¬ 
ing his reply. Sir John said he would 
be remiss if he did not pay tribute to 
the way in which the Island has res¬ 
ponded to requests and appeals made 
from time to time for people to come 
forward. 


"All concerned with the Royal 
Commission have greatly enjoyed the 
beauty and tranquility of Norfolk 
Island" Sir John said. 

"I doubt if any Royal Commission 
in the history of Australia has sat in 
more delightful surrounding." 

He added: "We have enjoyed our¬ 
selves to the full, and are indeed 
very gateful to all concerned for 
making our visit to the Island so en¬ 
joyable and, of course, memorable. " 
Counsel assisting the Commission. 
Mr. Cedric Hanpson Q.C. said this 
was his sixth Royal Commission. 

"It’s about the same number for 
the Island” he said. 


His views would not please everyone, 
Mr, Hampson observed. 

"To do so on this Island would re¬ 
quire 1600 views" Mr. Hampson added. 

Despite different opinions in some 
quarters on what was the proper role 
of Counsel at a Royal Commission, he 
had the utmost co-operation, and was 
grateful for the hospitality he had en¬ 
joyed on the quiet, beautiful island* 



















CASIO TECHNOLOGY 
AT NORFOLK ISLAND PRICES! 

tffth a fal year's 
Warranty 


NEW froi the 
world's leading 
manufacturer of 
quality personal 
calculators 


ii Mini ■ 
ABC HOBBY SHOP 
The PIONEERS 
HIBISCUS RADIO 







Casi o 
"Pocket-Ill nl" 

only 122.00 





* . 


Personal 

Mini" 

only 

114.00 



also: Casio "Memory BA" with Independent memory only $25.00 

and even more advanced models for engineers, mathematicians 



Master Distributor: 

DlJNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

■* 

Proprtotor J. W. FITZPATRICK. 

















Norfolk Council insists 


WE CAN AFFORD SELF-GOVERNMENT, AND HERE 1 S HOW 
WE'D CUT COSTS AND RAISE THE MONEY NEEDED 


The Pitcairn people 
have nothing 
against Australia 


NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL does 
not believe Admin employees should 
automatically get mainland public 
service v/age rises in future. 

This point was among several rais¬ 
ed in answer to questions from the 
Commission as to how Norfolk would 
find the money to be self-governing. 

The submission stated; 

"The Council believes that the 
present policy of tying Admin, staff 
wages to the Commonwealth Public 
Service rates is inflationary and does 
not take sufficient account of the tax 
loading of those rates. 

"Wages should be adjusted to re¬ 
flect local conditions. ” 

streamline Admin 

The Council also cited the Palm¬ 
er Report of 1973, aimed at deter¬ 
mining the optimum staffing of the 
Admin. 

"This recommended further staff 
increases, apparently without regard 
for work load", Council noted, and 
labelled the increases extravagant. 

And Council included a graph 
showing the number of Admin, em¬ 
ployees in relation to population for 
the period 1925 to 1975. 

"In the light of this increase, the 
Council could seek independent ad¬ 
vice on the streamlining of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Administration along 
business lines" the submission said. 

The Council was still considering 
hiring consultants to brush up the 
Admin, operation and its undertakings 
such as electricity, philately and 
liquor sales, as well as financial mat¬ 
ters. 

However, the President of Commit¬ 
tees, Councillor Richard Bataille, under 
cross-examination, maintained that 

present Admin pay of 90 per cent of 

_ » * 

Kelly was here 

MR. ATHOL KELLY, the Australian I 

Labor Government’s choice as Nor- I 

folk's next Administrator, visited the I 

Island last week. I 

While his status as the Administra- I 
tor-designate is up in the air until J 

Australia elects its new Government, j 

Mr. Kelly met many people during J 

his visit, saw much of the Island, and I 
arranged a tour of Government House | 
--of which he took photos, to show I 

Mrs. Kelly. 1 
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Australian public service rates was 
just right. 

He had been asked by the Commi¬ 
ssioner, Sir John Nimmo, if Admin 
staff were at present overpaid. 

Sir John then asked if the present 
wages were, inflationary. 

No, they weren’t, Councillor 
Bataille said, at the time. 

"This is what I can’t follow", Sir 
John said. 

Councillor Bataille agreed that 
some inflationary pressure could come 
from wages in the private sector try¬ 
ing to keep up with Admin rates. 

Earlier, Councillor Bataille said 
that if all the work force adopted the 
90 per cent of the corresponding 
Australian wage, Norfolk would find 
the cost of living skyrocket overnight. 
Instead of paying 56 cents for a kilo 
of sugar, the price would be 75c 
in a very short period. 

Had there been any indication of 
this up to date. Sir John inquired. 

"There have been a few murmurs" 
Councillor Bataille said. It was some 
thing the Council would .have to look 
at in future. 

Sir John said the only evidence at 
this stage involving ability to pay 
higher wages was that retailers were 

higher wages 

marking up goods somewhere in the 
vicinity of 42 per cent. 

On those figures, he didn’t think 
the private sector was approaching 
bankruptcy. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 
Cedric Hampson, Q. C., suggested 
low wages in the private sector might 
depress the living standards of Islan¬ 
ders in, say, the accommodation in¬ 
dustry. 

Councillor Bataille said wages 
there were $1 an hour living in, or 
$L 50 living out. 

"I don't tiiink you’d find many 
employees in Australia on those 
wages" he said. 

In a submission that was some¬ 
times aggressively critical of pre¬ 
sent Australian administration of 
Norfolk affairs, the Council suggest¬ 
ed that the statement of costs in¬ 
curred by various Canberra depart¬ 
ments and presented to the Commis¬ 
sion by the Department of Capital 
Territories was inflated. 

The airport should pay for itself, 
(turn to page six, please) 

S 1 December 1975 


THREE WRIT IEN submissions to 
the Royal Commission were read out f 
by the Secretary Mr. Lyn Dudley on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Tom Adams w rote a strong plea 
for the preservation of hforfoik’s re¬ 
lationship with Australia, the Island 
way of life, and the character and 
strength of the Pitcairn lineage. 

"People of Pitcairn lineage have 
nothing against Australia, " he said. 
Complaints came from "people who 
have come amongst us", he felt, 
adding that if these people do not 
like our Island tile way it is, they 
should pack with haste and return 
from whence they came”. 

He recommended that steps be 
taken to prevent persons from other 
lands buying land, and believed re¬ 
strictions should have been placed on 
speculators years ago. 

Mr. Adams said that people of 
Pitcairn descent who regarded Nor¬ 
folk as home should be free to come * 
and go as they wish, and that stu¬ 
dents studying abroad should be able 
to return and follow their chosen 


occupation here, without finding that 
all openings have been filled by 
others. 


Mr. David Venning wrote that he 
feared the Pitcairn way of life had 
changed quickly in the past 20 years, 
and people's "culture is being tom 
from their grasp”. 

Everyone of Pitcairn descent should 
be entitled to one acre of land, he 
believed. 


He thought die introduction of 
Australian income tax would be a 
good thing because "it would sort out 
who cares". 

Eliza Clarkson wrote that while no 
one on the Island was destitute, it 
seemed wrong that elderly persons 
should go to die hospital and be trea¬ 
ted in an ordinary way, along with 
all other patients. 

She mentioned an Island dilemma 
-- that the present population is prob¬ 
ably too small to afford proper water, 
sewerage and garbage disposal systems 
-- but that if it had them, the Island 
could support a greater population 
than it does. 

She suggested a small tax on wages, 
but not on fixed retirement incomes; 
a small tax on luxuries ; 
from the tourist industry for 
ing roads such 
tain Cook 
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Budget fop self-governiient 


Continued 
from p. 5 



COUNCIL FEELS TWO POLICEMEN IS ENOUGH 



and if there was a deficit passengers 


would be liable for a surcharge. 

For instance, a $15 charge would 

bring in $300, 000 a year. 

Upgrading should be limited to 
what was needed for an F.28, and 
the Council believed the real cost 
would be $1 million, rather than the 
$2* 9 million suggested by the de¬ 
partment of Transport. 

Bringing magistrates from Canberra 
to hear local cases was an unnecessary 
expense, Council believed. 

The school was not understaffed, 
and three policemen for the Island 

was one too many. 

Council proposed to trim the cost 
of its new generating plant by $40, 000. 

The submission questioned the 
Australian Postal Commission for 
charging a commission of 35 pe; n 
oh sales of Norfolk stamps on Australia, 
with Nauru charged only 12 per cent. 

The Council also criticised the de¬ 
lay in approval of three revenue rais¬ 
ing ordinances -- the airport depart¬ 
ure tax, absentee land owners levy 
and increased Works call. 

In reply to a question about social 
services, the Council said superannua¬ 
tion schemes were to be submitted by 
two insurance companies. 

Norfolk Bank 


Whether or not Norfolk was actually 
a territory of Australia should be de¬ 
termined by the people of Norfolk. 

Any suggestion that Norfolk be in¬ 
cluded in the mainland of Australia 
was objectionable in the extreme. 

The requirement for some shops 
only to pay Australian tax was des¬ 
cribed as indefensible. 

tax dangep 

Payment of Australian taxes gen¬ 
erally would inflate the cost of tourist 
services to a dangerous degree. 

In any case, such taxation would be 
against the wishes of the Norfolk 
people. 

The Council disagreed with the 
Department of Education that Island 
schooling was inadequate, and said 
money was not the solution to all 
problems. 

It was wrong to control education 

from 1000 miles away. 

On the Butland Report, the Council 
said that Professor Butland's stated aim 
of seeing Norfolk built into a model 
community gave rise to the suspicion 
that he meant a community like Can¬ 
berra. 

Such a model was too planned, too 
orderly and too mainland in conception 
for the wishes of the Norfolk people. 


Discussing new means of raising 
money, the Council suggested: 

. special imposts such as stamp 

duty on cheques 

. a wide variety of licence fees 
. setting up a Bank of Norfolk 


Island jB] 

# building a hotel and leasing it 
, leasing land on a profit-sharing 


basis 

No payment would be made towards 

Australian defence. 

The Council said it wanted power to 
make laws for Nor!oik and final say on 
what Australian laws apply here. 

On the Island economy, the Coun¬ 
cil suggested growing avocadoes and 
macadamias; making jams, chutneys 
and preserved fruit, and making wines 
and brandies from fruit. 

During Councillor Bataille’s sub¬ 
mission he was assisted by Councillors 
Blucher, McIntyre, McKenzie and 


Snell. 


The Council also criticised sub¬ 


missions made by many Australian 
government departments. 

The rights to oil and minerals off 
Norfolk belonged to the people of 
Norfolk Island, the Council said. 


Council supported the Island's duty¬ 
free shops, and faulted the Butland 
Report’s contention that customs pay¬ 
ments contributed only a small amount 

to revenue. 

Islanders liked the dutyfree shops 
as well as the tourists. 

Road beautified 

past Emily Bay 

THE NEW ACCESS road to the Pt. 
Hunter end of Emily Bay, winding 
through sand dunes and pines, will 
gradually be beautified as casuarina 
trees are planted and grass re-estab¬ 
lishes on the dunes. 

Deputy Administrator C.I. Buffett 
says he expects the new road to be¬ 
come a scenic addition to the Island, 
and an attractive playground area. 

The former access road, winding 
through the golf coucse, *ias be* 
fenced off, although a stile over the 
fence will still allow people on foot 
from the Paradise Hotel to walk more 
or less directly to the beach. 
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TREASURY 


Continued 
from page 1 


his Department had compiled trying 


to forecast what the revenue and costs 
of the Island would be under various 
forms of government. He said the 
study showed that forecasts could be 
made only on the basis of many . 
assumptions, which were far from 
reliable. 


He said it was simply not possible 
to set out in summary form the costs 
and revenues of the various options. 
This was because of major areas of un¬ 
certainty, including: 

-- A local government might not 
want to adopt Australian standards of 
service, which "could be at a higher 
standard than would otherwise be 
sought by a self-reliant community”. 

-- Some costs may not be compar¬ 
able, depending on whether a service 
is carried out on the Island or on the 
mainland. 

-- Norfolk statistics are not as com- 

m 

plete as Australia’s. 

-- “Second-round effects”, for ex- 

m 

ample: if income tax were assessed, 
some people may leave the Island; 
if Australian taxes were applied, tour¬ 
ist good sales could fall greatly; tour¬ 
ist activity could decline if "duty- 
free” shopping disappeared. 

It appeared reasonable to assume 


that there would be a major drop in 
safes of radio accessories, spirits, 
jewellery, watches and photographic 
equipment if Australian rates of duty 
applied, Mr. Stokes told the Commis¬ 
sion. 

In reply to questioning from Coun¬ 
sel Cedric Hampson, he said that 
Treasury had not applied any embar¬ 
go on Norfolk spending, as had been 
suggested by a previous witness. Treas¬ 
ury had no power to do such a thing, 
be said. But when Treasury had no¬ 
ticed several Australian Departments 
were thinking of major expenditures re¬ 
lated to Norfolk, Treasury had used 
its "financial watchdog” role to "gently 
and in a benign way direct the matter 
into the Cabinet room. ” 

This could possibly have given rise 
to the Royal Commission's being set up, 
Mr. Stokes felt. 

Mr. Hampson asked whether Mr. Stokes 
could suggest how the various claims 
by airlines and aircraft manufacturers 
could be impartially weighed, in plan¬ 
ning the Island's future air service. 

Mr. Stokes replied that he thought the 
necessary expertise was available in 
the Bureau of Transport Economics, 
which he described as an “outrider” 
of the Department of Transport. He 

added that he thought it rather cur¬ 
ious that the Environmental Impact 


Study had considered only a small 
range of aircraft, and had not looked 
at other planes such as the F-26. 

Some of the "jpiesstimated** figures 
mentioned by Mr. Stokes included: 

-- A sewerage system for the Island 
would cost $500, 000; a water reticula¬ 
tion system $300,000; and a garbage 
disposal system $50, 000. 

--If the school were extended to in¬ 
clude 5th and 6th forms and a library, 
the capital cost would be $457, 000 •* 
or $260, 000 if transportable classrooms 
were used. 

Social services and Medibank 
could cost $500, 000 a year. 

-- Australian income taxes might 
raise $100, 000 a year from an estimat¬ 
ed 700 taxpaying persons and compan¬ 
ies. 

-- Estate and gift duties at Austral¬ 
ian rates might raise $20, 000 a year. 

-- Sales Tax would be $800, 000 a 
year if imports remained the same -- 
but it was likely they would decline. 

-- Excise duties on spirits, aviation 
fuel etc. would be £720, 000 a year on 
present usage -- but, again, present 
usage could be expected to drop, per¬ 
haps substantially. 

- - If Norfolk operated the airport 
entirely on its own, a $500, 000-a-year 
administrative structure would be need¬ 
ed. -* ’ 



* ' A - 

The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the mainland 



Flights Leave 
MONDAY 8.30am 


BRISBANE IN 3 TOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


WEDNESDAY 2p 

SATURDAY 8.30an 
SUNDAY 8.30an 



LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 
PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 


ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 
- - THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 



CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHO 
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THE COMMISSION HEARINGS ARE OVER 


- NOW THE HARD ORK BEGINS 


AS THE FINAL PUBLIC HEARINGS 
IN THE ROYAL COMMISSION INTO 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S FUTURE DREW 
TO A CLOSE, SIR JOHN NLMMO 
TALKED WITH THE "NEWS" ABOUT 

HIS TASK IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. 
HERE IS A REPORT OF WHAT HE 
SAID, BASED ON A TAPE OF THE 
CON VERSA TION. 


AT THIS POINT of lime there are 
248 exhibits... 140 witnesses (some 
of whom, as you know, have given 
evidence more than once)... there 
are eight confidential exhibits... 
and there would be another 30 sub¬ 
missions sent in by people who were 
unable to attend the hearings. 

The procedure from now on will 
be that Counsel assisting will en¬ 
gage upon the preparation of a sum¬ 
ming up of their views upon the terms 
of reference. Their views are com¬ 
pletely independently based. When 
they have completed the task they 
will send over a copy of their views 
to me. It will be incorporated in 


the transcript, and a number of cop¬ 
ies of it will be sent to the Island -- 
again, with a renewed invitation 
that interested people on the Island, 
or organisations, may comment on 
the views expressed by the Barristers. 

With a lot of Royal Commissions, 
the Barristers assisting the Royal Com¬ 
mission give a final address; but in 
this case, because of a variety of 
factors really, I came to the con¬ 
clusion that if they gave an oral ad¬ 
dress, in the absence of Barristers 
appearing for interested persons and 
organisations on Norfolk Island, there 
wouldn't be an adequate opportunity 
for the Island population to reply to 
the address - an oral address by 
Senior Counsel, Cedric Hampson. 

I felt in order to give more interes¬ 
ted people the maximum opportun- 
^ ity to examine what Counsel had to 
say -- they'd have had to wait for 
copies of it to comment on it, and 
then they mightn't have had time to 
delve into the implications of what 


was said; it occurred to me that this 
would be, from the Island people's 
point of view, the fairest way for 
them to examine fully, and comment 
fully, on anything Counsel had come 
up with, 

A Royal Commission is an unusual 
procedure. Counsel work independent 
ly of me. (Of course they tell me 
what witnesses they're going to call). 
While they’re appointed to assist, 
they’re independent parties to the in¬ 
quiry. They are, as 1 am, free of 
any Government influences or in¬ 
fluences of the Departments, or influ¬ 
ences of individuals, and would in 
the same way as I would, reject vig¬ 
orously any attempt at influence or 
pressure from anybody; so I would be 
as interested, naturally, to know 
what their views are on the various 
matters raised by the terms of refer¬ 
ence, as the islanders will be. And 
just as Australian Government can re¬ 
ject recommendations that I put up, 

1 can reject recommendations that 

(turn to page 13, please) 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS jlH H 

- -- ——-—■—— *——-- 
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CASUAL GUEST POL ICY 



hotel/motel limited 


* 




VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you’re most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may si tin the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of.Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright c er ise - co lo ured uniforms. 

Two requests, please; make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
>arger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say ‘'this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed — envy them. 

Places offeung a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 

Help; and If Postage! 

* 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 

letter for lc. There are collection box- 

* 

es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer.hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P, O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

for despatch the following day. 

* 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

Tf you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChe$ne’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 
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on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
i Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
I Film, Norfolk Hotel 
i TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, $m # bord. Valley View 
N. 1. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S‘. L. Club 
$ATURDA Y 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L, Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord, Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 


suggestion 
Bureau; or write the News, 


Box 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, arid 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9ara to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9aro to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn*t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLAC E 
may be ’out of town’ 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

^^Bcioissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpexl 


MOKXiK 

wtarr- 
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CAIRN AND NORFOLK 

stanps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUFS — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -■* you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 

HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 
NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


EMILY BAY 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


M 


THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS — 7.30 am to 9 pm 


(Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
on ty from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread eggs teas 
and coffees ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serCe'' items 
...soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries.. .ice cream...imported cheeses... lollipops...magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping pa per... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers., .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con- 

iments... picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods. ..sliced luncheon me ats... fresh fruits and vegies, 

when Norfolk has them. . .needles and cotton.and almost anvthina P 1 Vmi'i/P fr\*rr*\*f-an J_- r _ v . a « , 











LovHViced Grog, but 

Remember Bond*s Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
t he Ad ministration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston* 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4. 00 p. m* 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of relsling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher piices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 

A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems* One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist LIft-Oul 


on* 9.J30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-Fri 
ULfb^Ug * Sat. (urgent only} 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

1 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 



As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run* 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the New s, P. GBox 94 

V 

Visitors Welcoae at 

*. , 

N.l. Church Services 

■* 

C ATHOLIC: «, 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm, 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: BRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 

the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged* It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted* 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 yean, in spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley-King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settles, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time* there was question of 
whether Sydney 1“ New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.} 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The sealers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. - 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 

m * 

created a **distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 

became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


■ m 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service ar St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p. m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a. m* 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 





















Sony now redefines what a radio is afl about with model ICF- 

i a , 

5500M, Captain 55~a high-performance 4-band fpprtable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic- 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur- . 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology, its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 

Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a ’’ship and shore" porta- 

* 

ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure? 


i 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 

Features B6 bands—FM, MW. SW„ SW 2 , SWj, SW« ■ Acuta 

selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, I FT and ceramic filters in 3-stage ' 
IF amplifier for AM ® Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW £ 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output (max.)with superb 

tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari- 

* # 

able tone control ■ Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine . 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC. 
switch ■Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) ■ Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage ■ 

A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. H An 
1C for great reliability and stability ■ Earphone jack and recording 
jack 
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SIR jOHfl 


continued 
from P.8 


assisting Counsel put up. 

The invitation to interested organ¬ 
isations and people on the Island to 
offer their comments on Counsel's 
views will state they are to express 
their comments in writing and send 
them to the Secretary of the Com¬ 
mission. 

The time factor is important in 
this thing. Had the political situa¬ 
tion in Australia -- now known as 
the '"Constitutional crisis" -- not 
taken place, we would have had 
our team of stenographer-typists; 
very efficient people from the Attor¬ 
ney-General's Department would 
have given us transcripts at the end 
of each day; whereas all this tape 
stuff has now got to be transcribed 
on the mainland and may not be 
ready for weeks - because we haven't 
got a relay of stenographers sitting 
in for 20 minutes and dictating 
straight onto the typewriters, these 
tapes go on for two hours, and you've 
got one girl sitting at a typewriter. 

Coupled with the time it's going 
to take to transcribe from the tapes 
the evidence that's been received 
the last fortnight, you’ve got the 
Law Vacation coming up in Decem¬ 
ber. I should imagine that Cedric 
Hampson in particular has had a 
particularly heavy year, and I 
would suppose he would take a 
month’s break; it might even be 
longer, I don’t know what they do 
in Queensland. 

Whereas we had hoped to get the 
Hampson-Gallup summation over to 
the Island by the end of 1975, it’s 
doubtful now it will reach the island 
before the end of February. And 
then we'll have to allow a reason¬ 
able time for comment* from the 
Island - - what do you think, a - 
month? I don’t think it could be 
any less than a month, by the time 
they read it, and examine it, and 
if they want to have meetings, you 
have to organise that. It couldn’t 

be less than a month. 


"I have already coo- 
■enced ay soaring op” 


As far as I'm personally concerned, 
when 1 haven't been dealing with 
evidence -- that’s be twee sessions, 
here and on the mainland --1 have al¬ 
ready commenced my summing up of 
the transcripts, which with the evi¬ 
dence taken from the Island in this 
fortnight now exceeds 4, 000 pages. I 
have been examining it, and oi course 


the exhibits, and I've also been engaged 
in historical research into the advent of 
the Pitcairners on Norfolk Island; and 
the legal problems, the Constitutional 
position - although it's only a small 
Island, with a small population, it's 
got some very very difficult Consti¬ 
tutional problems to resolve. 

In all honesty and fairness, I can't 
see myself being in a position to de¬ 
liver my report and recommendations 
to the Australian Government before 
the middle of the year, 1 think it 
will be in the second half. I don't 
think I can do it in the first half. 


But you never know, 1 trust I'll 
continue to be free o bench obli¬ 
gations, It's a very interesting situa¬ 


tion, because whatever Government 
is in power after the election, one 
has no contact with it, has no idea 
what Government thinking migfrt be 
on this. 


"■ore legal problems 
than continents... M 


This little Island has more legal 
problems than continents. This is a 
real challenge. I’m fascinated by the 
situation here. 

Q: In February you said you had never 
been here before, and all you knew 

of Norfolk Island was that you had 
read three of Merval Hoare's books. 
You must have learned a bit more 
about Norfolk since then. 

A: Since then I’ve read every read¬ 
ily available book about Pitcairn 
Island and about Norfolk Island. I 
spent a week in the Mitchell Library 
in Sydney reading books written on 
the Island, and manuscripts going 
back to Governor Denison's day. In 
this connection. I’ve very gratetul 
to a number of people on the Island 
who've lent me books on the Island. 
Q: In February you said you had 
been asked to recommend, or to 
advise on, a Constitution for Norfolk 

Island. Do you still see your task 
that way? 

A: Yes, but insofar as 1 can advise, 
it will depend on what Norfolk’s 
legal position is. Some legal opin¬ 
ions presented by wimesses have 
said Norfolk Island is still a Crown 
Colony. Suppose that were the posi¬ 
tion; but suppose 1 thought Norfolk 
Island would be better integrated 
with Australia - please don't get the 
idea that that is my thinking - I 
have a great deal of study still to do 
and have reached no conclusions as 
yet -- but if I were to conclude that, 
I'd have to advise Australia, in this 

purely hypothetical thinking, to ask 
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the Imperial Parliament to pass new 
legislation, to annex Norfolk to 
Australia, a i it was annexed to Tas¬ 
mania in the 19th Century. 

A lot of die vital questions turn on 
this constitutional Issue -- very much 
so -- but I will be, to answer your 
question, advising die Australian Gov¬ 
ernment on its future relation to Nor¬ 
folk Island. I've got an open mind 
at this stage. It’s going to take weeks 
to go through the transcript, and then 
you've got to think - -of course, once 
you get on the job, you live the thing, 
you’re thinking of it day and night 
until you’ve finished it. 

Q: In February you said "I will be 
seeking a Constitution that is going 
to be acceptable to the people of 
Norfolk Island. Perhaps the most 
important thing I’ve got to find out 
is, what way of life do the people 
of this Island wish for die future?" 

Do you still feel that's the most 
important thing to consider? 

A: Yes, 1 certainly do. 

Q: Originally you were going to 
make your report to the Minister for 
the Capital Territory, Is that still 
the situation? 

A; No, I report now to the Governor- 
General. I have nothing to do wiih 
the Minister. No -- as a matter of 
fact, as a Royal Commission, it's 
under die administration of the De¬ 
partment of the Special Minister of 
State. It's got nothing to do with the 
Capital Territory. In fact the whole 
cost of the Royal Commission is borne 
by the Department of the Special Min¬ 
ister of State. It's completely in¬ 
dependent. 

"the first great 

problem Is..." 


Q: What would you say are the 
principal difficulties ahead of you? 
A: The first great problem is to de¬ 


termine what the constitutional status 
of Norfolk Island is at present. And 
when that has been determined, to 


ascertain as far as possible from the 
evidence and exhibits the predom¬ 
inant views of die -- what I want to 
say is, to find out the measure of 
consensus that exists among die peo¬ 
ple of the Island as to what the fu¬ 
ture of die Island should be. 

Q: A lot of people, not all but a 
lot, on the Island appear to feel that 
it is a very complicated question, 
and that as far as their own lives are 
concerned it's a very important de¬ 
cision, and they can't dunk of any¬ 
thing better than to put it into your 


(next page, please) 
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SIR JOHN 


from previ¬ 
ous page 



hands, and wish you well. 

A; 1 appreciate the confidence that 

know, that some people have 
expressed -- that they will get an 
independent and honest decision. 
That’s how it ought to be, anyway - 
but they will* because I am not 

politically minded. One must do 

what he in all conscience believes to 
be right in relation to a task entrusted 
to him. 


conclusions that I reach, and in the 
second place, of course, the more 
important place, the extent to which 
recommendations made by me are 
accepted and implemented by the 
Australian Government. 


t! 


you only pleasa 

one side...” 


the hard work of the 

Royal Connlsslon 


I f m looking forward to the task of 
analysing and assessing the evidence 
and the exhibits and engaging in the 
necessary historical and legal research; 
and while it is going to be the hard 
work of die Royal Commission, it’s 
going to be a very real challenge, 
and I’m deeply conscious that the 
mode of life and the aspirations of 
the present inhabitants of this Island, 
and future generations, are going to 
depend on - -in the first place, the 


Q: As you leave for Sydney, it 
would appear that you would not have 
one enemy on this Island.. 

A: Well, that's very kind of. you., 

Q: But if you come back, after your 
recommendations, you will have 
plenty. 

A: To put it in more colloquial 
language, as Mr. Pickerd said to me, 
"Sou know, the feed-back from the 
Royal Commission is very good. " He 
said "The people have got complete 
confidence in you, " He said, "Of 
course when you deliver your report, 
there'll be a great body of people 
who say, ‘Well, what a so-and-so he 
turned out to belOf course you 
know, when you judge even an ordin¬ 
ary civil case, you only please one 
side. 

0: There’s a winner and a loser. 

A; There's always a winner and a 
loser. till I II i ll D 1 I 


RADIO NORFOLK 


VL-2-NI 
* frequency, 1570 KHZ. 


REN5: Ibn-Frl 7.30 Mwld 8 Local; 8.30 World 8 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World 8 Local 


MONDAY 
7.00 Music 'Toon) 

9.15 Music Round- „ 

about (Daphne; 
10. 00 Local News 
10,05 Petula (Part 7) 

10.45 Morn, serial 
1L 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 
1. 00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 

(Yvon) 

9. i5 My Word (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Memory Lane 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Vanity Fair 
12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

6.30 Goons (Roger) 


9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 Where Angels Fear 

to Tread 
10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12, 00 Local News 
12.05 Intem'l Call 
1.00 News 



TH URSDAY 
7.00 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Arts Magazine 

10.00 Local News ( Kal 

10. 05 Inspector W est 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv, 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Music (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 

10.20 Bookworm 


10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Concert 

11. 30 Insight 
12.00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 

Another Country 
1.15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 
L 30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

S UNDAY 

4. 00 Music (Daphne^ 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 
5.30 World News 

6.45 Children's story 
7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of iRenown 
ST. 00 Don Juan (21), 

8.16 Play: The Lion & The 

Jewel 4 • ' ; 

9.45 


SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thups-8at-Sun 


* * 


c* 



. Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 

*■ -mm 

comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we, don’t 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as ; 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 

NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS +• GIFT WRA PPINGS 
’+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN- 
| VA S , BOARDS AND OTHER 
!ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
!AND GIFT STATIONERY +1 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 

SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 


IS LAN D 


* 





STATIONERS 

# 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane • 
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Letter 


Perhaps you can help me* 

Today 1 bought a postcard of the 
women of the Island dressed to cele¬ 


brate Anniversary Day. Try as I may 
I cannot see them thus* 

1 see them with the flowers of the 


oak tree shimmering in their hair; I 
hear their soft and lilting voices 
singing melodies of sea and hill and 
mountain while their bodies sway to 
rhythms dictated by the isle of their 
birth. 


And 1 want to hear the music of the 
names of those very first Tahitian 
women that the women in the photo¬ 
graph were crying to portray; this is 
proving far more difficult that one 
could imagine. For the same strange 
way in the melodies of those early 
names one senses the intertwining des 
tiny of Cook lured back to his third 
and fateful voyage. 

Bet. Tanner. 


We acknowledge with thanks an 
anonymous contribution of $5 sent 
to the Hospital Board in care of 
the News. 


utch’s 


«ew 






"V m 
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EDITORIAL 


IT COULD BE eight or nine months before we know what Royal Commissioner 


Sir John Nimmo believes Norfolk Island's constitutional status is, and what he 


recommends it should be in the future* 


But as the public hearings end some lesser things are known, and they all 


seem to be good. 


We know that an unprecedented collection of information, opinions, docu 


ments and facts about the Island has been gathered together. Copies of the nans 


cripts and exhibits of historical importance will become part of the Island’s own 


archives. It is extremely unlikely that this magnificent collection would have 


come together without the Commission. 


We know that people of all shades of opinion have stood up and said what 


they believed was right for the Island... what they believed the Island's strengths 
are. ..what they were afraid might harm the Island. This has helped people get 


their own thoughts clearer. It has helped people understand and know many 


others on the Island much better than they had before 


We know that by kind gift of Australia the Museum Building has gained 


tremely handsome curtains and carpets, and the Administration has gained a 


variety of other items the Commission left behind. 


And we know, as confidently as such things can be known, that recommen 


dations for Norfolk Island's future are in the hands of a realistic, even-tempered. 


humane man of great legal experience. Our prayers go with him and our tban^: 


go to the entire hard-working staff of die Commission, and to the Government 


that asked diem to help put the future of the Island on firm foundations. 








N 
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COUSIN GETS THE BIG JOB, I MIGHT LIKE THIS ONE, YOU IrfOflHSjSKj 
rniwr, THE LITTLE MOTORBIKE ALL THE TIME, WOULD YOU?" 


. 


% * 


» * 




TT V ~ 


T O f A HI 


Ktriii c i n• r p m hft r 19 7 5 



















FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES 


28/11/75 


A$1 bought - 


UK 

NZ 

FRANCE 

H/KONG 

JAPAN 

N’LANDS 

SWITZ’D 

W. GERMANY 

FIJI 

USA 

NOUMEA 
NEW GUINEA 
(Courtesy of < 


.6161 

1.2025 

5.562 

6.288 

378.83 

3.355 

3.344 

3.275 

L 0719 

1.2569 

101.16 

PAR 


Govt Gztte Digst 


•t 


No. 54 27/11/75 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 1976: 1/1; 26/1; 
8/3; 16/4; 19/4; 25/4; 8/6; 14/6; 
11/10; 24/11; 27-8-9/12. 


BUILDING ORDINANCE 1967 re¬ 


quires A drain approval before j 
may build, alter or change the 
of many types of buildings. Pei 
$100 plus $100 per day illegal. 
Inspectors have ri^ht to inspect 
AIR CHARTER service now incl 


in 3A(5)(e) of Companies Ordinan 
$10 WORKS CALL payable before 
22/12. Registration and payment 
quirements are set out, 

TENDERS for cleaning school nex 
year invited by 19/12. 

LIGHTER No. 1 was sold to South 
Pacific Hotel for tendered $75. 
METER READER.: D, Hudson appt<3 
SUPREME COURT sits starting 10a 
Thursday, Mr. Jus tic Joske. 


"COLIN'S FOLLY" STARTS 


TO POLL IN PICTURES 


BURNS PHILP’S TV antenna is prov 
ing to be not merely a bird perch but 
a broadcast-catcher. 


Ross Reynolds says reception is un¬ 
predictable, but that a variety of 
broadcasts is being picked up, some 
in good quality colour. 

A big Philips receivir lg set in the 
shop has been attracting interested 

watchers when atmospheric conditions 

* 

are right -- often in the late morning. 
Australia’s ABC-2 and the New Zea 


land Government channel have proved 
i to pick up so far, he says. 




MORE N.l. 



LAUNCHED BY N. & 


CONTINUED EXPANSION in the 
activities of the partnership of Nobbs 
& Inglis was described by Max Inglis 
at Royal Commission hearings last week 

He said the firm was growing potat¬ 
oes on three Island sites and hoped to 
harvest nine tons of potatoes in Jan¬ 
uary, for sales and processing into 
crinkle-cut chips at the rate of 1500 
pounds a week. 

Other local suppliers sold potatoes 
to the firm, he said, and potatoes 
were imported only when local sup¬ 
plies were inadequate. 

'’There were 500 bags of potatoes 
harvested that I know of in October, " 
he told the Commission. 


Exports of the processed chips were 
made difficult by a 10-day limit on 
their freshness after processing, but 
Nobbs & Inglis hope to develop an ex¬ 
port market in New Caledonia by using 
new equipment that will partially cook 
the potatoes. |l JH[j 

The firm’s coleslaw production is 
currently 120-130 pounds a week, he 
said, but cabbage supplies depended 
on rain, and in the absence of rain 
soon, the local supplier will let the 
firm down for the first time. 


He said ice-cream production was 
about to start, and that enquiries had 
been received from Lord Howe Island 
on the possibility of Norfolk Island 
Airlines’ delivering the ice-cream 
there. 


detergents next 


Nobbs & Inglis are also planning to 
start compounding and bottling bio¬ 
degradable detergents for sale in half- 
gallon containers. Mr. Inglis said the 
freight on fully-imported detergents 
was eight or nine times the cost of die 
basic ingredients. 

Detergents currently sold for about 
$1.50 a half gallon, he added, and 
Nobbs & Inglis hope their own can 
come down to as low as $1.10. 


of co-operation among growers. 

"There’s always a glut of something, 
Mr. Inglis said. "At the moment it's 

zuchinis." 


But he said if there were a snap- 
freezer in operation, excess supplies 
could be preserved, and "gluts 
wouldn't matter”. 


BRGOtHEAO SET TO HAND 


The partners have invested over 
$20,000 in their ventures so far, he 
said, including the cost of tractors 
and other equipment. 

In answer to a question from Sir 
John Nimmo, he said the establish¬ 
ment of a large-scale freezing plant 
on the Island was hampered by a lack 


OVER KEYS 10 NEW DEPOT 


THE NEW Works DEPOT is ex- 

peered to be handed over to the Nor¬ 
folk Island Administration this week. 

Executives of Broomhead Construc¬ 
tions, the contractor, were to arrive 
over the weekend for the ceremony. 

The Depot is virtually complete, 
although petrol storage tanks on the 
way from Mobil have for the moment 
gone walkabout in the shipping lanes. 

Tenders for the vehicle shelters 
still to be built have closed, and con¬ 
tracts should be awarded this week. 
Possible cut-backs in the design stan¬ 
dards for the shelters were consider¬ 


ed late last week, as an economy 
measure, biit it has been decided to 
keep them to the engineering recom - 
mendations originally made. 

The timetable for moving Works 
Department operations into the new 
depot has not yet been set down, but 
the shift will probably happen over a 
period of months. 


CARGO RESTRAINTS OVER 


AIR CARGO RESTRICTIONS have 
been lifted on the Sydney-Norfolk 
route, but Qantas says it will be 
accepting only cargo that will fit in¬ 
to the DC-4 holds. 


In flights November 22-28, Qantas 
brought in 2, 339Kg from Sydney, Air 
New Zealand brought in 1,248Kg from 
Auckland, and Norfolk Island Airlines 


brought in 657. 5Kg from Brisbane 
in addition to carrying a 146Kg ship¬ 
ment from Brisbane to Lord Howe. 


Flights This Mask 


From 

Syd. 



From To From 
Akl. AkL Bne. 


To 

Bne. 



. . 


If 

10.30 

11.45 

■ 

T 

1 - 


‘t 

- 

* 

m 

W 

11. 

35 

2.45 

10.30 

; 11.45 

1.00 

T 


- 

» 

- ! 

- 

2.30: 

F 

:i. 

35 

2.45 

10.30 

11.45 

j - 

S 

l. 

35 

2.45 

10.30 

11.45 

5.J30 

S 

4. 

20 

5.20 
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8.30 


2.00 
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"To market, to market, to buy a 

fat pig. 

Home again, home again, jiggety- 

ii 

Jig. 


AT LAST IT looks as though we f re 
going to have a Paddy's-style market 
here on Norfolk. It's the brainwave 
of Jan Christian and Dyann Fitzpatrick. 
Time and again one hears tourists 
asking for souvenirs made chi Norfolk 
to take back home as mementoes of 


their holidays. Already a number of 
people have indicated they would be 
interested in manning a stall. The 
idea is that you rent a "site” for a 
nominal fee, display your wares and 
then wait for the rushl The venue 
is to be the Pitcairn Memorial Hall 
on the second and fourth Friday in 
each month from 3 am to 12 noon, 
commencing on Friday, 12th Decem¬ 
ber. Not only will it be terrific for 
tourists but locals too will find it an 
interesting place to spend a morning. 
It is hoped there will be a wide range 
of craftwork for sale and a corner 


where weary shoppers can rest with a 
cup of tea and enjoy some home-made 
baking. 

As the idea catches on Jan and 
Dyann are hoping anyone interested ■ 
will contact either of them for fur¬ 
ther details. 

One couldn't help feeling like giv¬ 
ing thanks to God last Wednesday, 
Thanksgiving Day. It was a glorious 
warm sunny day, even warm at 
6 o'clock in the morning. All Saints 
Church, with its terrific display of 
produce and stands of corn certainly 
showed why those living on Norfolk 
should be thankful. The Church was 
filled with families, young and old, 
tourists and visitors who joined with 


the choir in singing those favourite 
Thanksgiving hymns ’’Now Thank We 
All Our God" and "O Lord of Heav'n 
& Earth & Sky". The Ru Rev. 

D. W.B. Robinson, Bish op of Parra¬ 
matta, was the guest preacher and 
delivered a fine address. Must admit 
though that my concentration at this 
juncture was somewhat interrupted; 

I was trying to prevent two lively 
youngsters from making too much 
noise; After the service the congre¬ 
gation wandered round to the back 
of the Church where the produce was 
being sold. What a variety too - 
huge beetroots and swedes, bunches 




AN OLD THANKSGIVING TRAD1- 



WORKED FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS 
BUT TUESDAY A CREW FROM THE 
ADMIN FIXED IT AND PUT IT 
BACK UP AGAIN IN TIME TO RING 
A WELCOME TO ALL WHO ATTEN¬ 
DED THE SERVICE NEXT MORNING, 


of green plim, carrots, com, home¬ 
made pickles, potatoes and of course 
some fine examples of Norfolk’s bak¬ 
ing. One had to be quick to buy a 
cake though - they were gone in no 

time. p|v| 1 

As families left the Church grounds 
ties, jackets, socks and shoes were 
being discarded. I bet there weren’t 
many people who spent the rest of the 
day indoors. The sea was perfect and 

during the afternoon the pier at Kings 
ton was a very busy place with boat¬ 
loads of people coming and going. 
Emily Bay was another popular spot. 
The coastline was also dotted with 


figures hopefully dangling a line in 
the water. After such a lovely Thanks 
giving Day what an anticlimax to have 
to face "work" again the next day! 


MINI-ADS CLOSE 11.30 
SATURDAY MORNINGS 


gf PLACE MINI-ADS AT THE 
MILK BAR, JENSENS, AMY'S 


Top wages and conditions for an 
experienced lady assistant at the 
Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. Apply Keith 
or Judy Jarvis. 


Black and white or colour in 7 days 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post¬ 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor 
folk Island Airlines. 


Help produce the News - 6-8 hours 
at Imes to suit over Fri, Sat, Sun. 
Call in or write Box 94. 


The Milk Bar has a vacancy for a 
shop assistant to work scattered hours 
Some weeken work involved. Good 
wages. ; 


Each year prizes, in the form of 
books, are awarded for excellence in 
scholastic achievement and effort. 

If any person would lik^So join the 
group of donors by giving the price 
of a book, please let the Schccl Frin 
cipal know. 


Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94. Norfolk Island 2899, 
South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman 
Editorial Contributors this issue: 

Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Baker 
McCoy, Butch Quintal, VL2NI 
staff. 

Type, Jan Pearson. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions; $A19 airmailed to 
Australia. $A29 to New Zealand, 
$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again, \ 


If you are able to tune and repair 
IBM Executives, Gestetner duplica¬ 
tors or manual typewriters, equip¬ 
ment at The News will welcome 
some attention. We have some tools 


A lew copies -eft of blue tissue copy 
of 1829 Pacific map showing vast 
area including Norfolk, Nepean, Phil 
lip. Mail $1 to Bin 21, Box 94. N.I. 


TIGN WAS RESTORED THIS YEAR. • |lgf 1 

THE BELL IN THE CORNER OF ALL If®? ; 

SAINTS CHURCH YARD HASN'T -f 1 





The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 1 December 1975 











































i 



9 




TWO COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS have their first day of issue 



of the "Resolutlon"50 years ago. 


both recalling the launching 



.'he 



' r db 

ceremonial launching at Emily Bay in 1925* Here*s the photo the stamp was drawn from 
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SENDER: 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20tf 
To New Zealand 40rf i 



SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE 


As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step 
handi ng you our 


"Tourist 

Guide" to pl^H 
Call in for one — we 



Snopping 
Norfolk. 


are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt I 




mpfUp 


FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE 


TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND; 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel* 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above* and fold the address panel back along the top dotted Hr: 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape* and add postage stamps. 


























